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soothed the perplexed." They show a man who saw
very deeply into the thought of his time, and who, if
he partly recoiled from it and put it back, at least
equally shared it. Dr. Newman has been accused of
being out of sympathy with his age, and of disparaging
it. In reality, no one has proved himself more keenly
sensitive to its greatness and its wonders; only he
believed that he saw something greater still. We are
not of those who can accept the solution which he
has accepted of the great problems which haunt our
society ; but he saw better than most men what those
problems demand, and the variety of their often
conflicting conditions. Other men, perhaps, have
succeeded better in what they aimed at; but no one
has attempted more, with powers and disinterestedness
which justified him in attempting it. The movement
which he led, and of which these sermons are the
characteristic monument, is said to be a failure; but
there are failures, and even mistakes, which are worth
many successes of other sorts, and which are more
fruitful and permanent in their effects.